Programming Ideas

Events by Category
· Student Programs/Networking/Recruiting 
· Provide pizza at an appropriate student event (band camp) and alumni attend to talk about traditions

· Sponsor a student –alumni form panel discussion 

· Offer gift packets prior to exam week

· Student alumni socials over breaks

· Preparing for interview and review resumes

· Offer internships 

· Recruiting

· College Fairs (VAAN program)

· Letter writing campaign (VAAN program)

· Wear your OU gear to work or have your computer background or screen saver saved to OU pictures

· Bring a perspective student to campus 

· Mentoring Programs

· Mentor a student from within your college or special interest

· Mentor a young professional

· Become a member of the Mentoring Program 

· Alumni Networking

· Speed Networking (speed dating concept)

· Museum Tours

· Day at a Park, Zoo

· Play or Musical 

· Bobcat Bashes and/or game watches for OHIO Athletics as well as other professional athletic teams 

· Dinner with a speaker (the OUAA can help with speakers) 

· Holiday related receptions
· Business card exchange 

· Reception prior to or in conjunction with performance, games, etc. 
· Professional, roundtables (breakfast or lunch)

· Reunion for college or special interest groups on or off campus 

· Event around professional conference

· Wine Tasting 
· Beer Tasting
· Gender focused events (Women or Men Health or Women Finances) 
· Networking receptions focused towards graduating seniors, recent graduates, current or incoming students 

· “Welcome to the City Cocktail Parties” for recent graduates hosted with area MAC schools 

· Philanthropic 
· Connect with Greg Scharer for ideas and specific chapter programming 

· ALWAYS obtain permission before fundraising for your chapter/society 

· Charge extra for an event 

· Cook Off

· Sell small items

· Sell raffle tickets

· 50/50 

· Auctions 

· Golf outings 

· Silent auctions 

· Community Service 
· Adopt-a-Family during holiday

· Walk-a-thon

· Clean Up a road, park, beach 

· Toys for Tots

· Habitat for Humanity

· Clothing Drive

· Hugs Across America

· Clothing Drive

· Can Food Drive

· Bread for the City

· Soup Kitchen 

· Blood Drive 

· Communication with Alumni

· Ohio Alumni Enewsletter

· [college] Gate

· Ohio Today

· OUAA website

· Chapter website

· Facebook

· Twitter

· LinkedIn 

· Career Development 

· Networking Week (like Charlotte Networking Week)

· Business Etiquette 

· Behind the scene look at business

· Effective Networking 

Try to account for alumni in all stages of life and while some of these things listed will appeal to only certain segments of your alumni constituency, it helps you to engage those segments in ways traditional programming may not.  

Use the power of the “group,” as most places offer group discounts and exclusive deals only available to groups.

Collaborate with area MAC schools to enhance attendance and effectiveness. 

Remember to schedule carefully – review holidays, major community events, etc. 

